
 

 

 
Dear Parent/Carer,          5th November 2021 
 
Homework Expectations 
 
Since September we have been reviewing how the children complete their homework using their Knowledge 
Organisers and how this is recorded in their Study Guides. We have been very impressed with the majority of 
homework and we can really see the children thinking about the knowledge they need to learn and the different 
metacognitive strategies available to them. 
 
Learning to Learn  
This is an hour long session the children have each week with their Class Teacher or Tutor. Here, they learn new 
metacognitive strategies to use in their homework. During this session, the teacher will model a strategy that 
the children can use for their homework that week. We encourage the children to think about what strategies 
work well for learning different pieces of information as we know some strategies are better suited than others. 
This is also an opportunity for the teacher to check the homework that has been completed in the Study Guides 
and have a conversation with the children about their successes and what they could look at doing in the weeks 
to come.  
 
Our expectations of the children 
We have different expectations depending on whether your child is in Key Stage 2 (Year 5 and 6) or Key Stage 3 
(Year 7 and 8).  

Key Stage 2 – Checked on a Monday  Key Stage 3 – Checked on a Monday  
6 pieces of homework over two weeks  8 pieces of homework over two weeks  
30 minutes spent on each piece  30 minutes spent on each piece 
Retrieval strategies evident in Study Guides Retrieval strategies evident in Study Guides 
Use of a range of metacognitive strategies evident in 
Study Guides 

Use of a range of metacognitive strategies evident in 
Study Guides 

 
Two notable changes are:- 

• Teachers will check homework once every two weeks – enabling higher quality feedback to the children 
• An increase in expected duration per piece from 15 to 30 minutes whilst reducing the number of pieces. 

This allows the children to use both metacognitive and retrieval strategies in one session of homework. 

We also ask that in addition to the time spent working with their Knowledge Organisers the children also invest 
time to accessing TTRockstars to practice their times-tables, read daily and practice their spellings weekly.  
  
If you need any guidance in supporting your child to complete their homework please look at our website 
https://www.bmsweb.co.uk/learning-and-teaching/knowledge-organisers/ or reach out to your child’s teacher 
or tutor.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs F Lord 
Assistant Headteacher 

https://www.bmsweb.co.uk/learning-and-teaching/knowledge-organisers/

